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1. Objective 
 

Our objective for the proposed program is to bring your children through the curriculum 
necessary to reintegrate into advanced 5th and 7th grade coursework, respectively. Our 
curriculum for both children is focused on ELA, math, science, and social studies, with an 
emphasis on the first two. For your younger child to be on an accelerated track it will be 
particularly important for her to master two years worth of math in a single year.  

2. Homeschooling Curriculum 
For Your Younger Child 

ELA:  
 
Our focus will be on comprehension, vocabulary development, note-taking, analytical and 
creative writing, and grammar. We think the last of these should not take up too much 
time, but it’s particularly important; as test-preparation experts we know that students 
typically get virtually no instruction in grammar. 
 
Since your younger child is a precocious reader who likes mysteries, she will probably love 
Lemony Snicket’s A Series of Unfortunate Events. These books are not only engaging, but 
also contain a great deal of wordplay that engages a student’s interest in language. They 
are generally not recommended for a student of your younger child’s age, but if she does 
well with the first and enjoys it she can continue. Otherwise, there are many other 
possibilities: 
 

E.L. Konigsburg: From the Mixed-Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler 
Roald Dahl: Matilda 
Lewis Carroll: Through the Looking Glass 
Madeleine L’Engel: A Wrinkle in Time 
Rick Riordan: Percy Jackson’s Greek Gods 

 

  
A-List Services LLC  |   www.alisteducation.com  •   Your Family                                                                                                   3 of 9 



 
Reading drives all ELA work, but vocabulary building and writing skills will be developed in a 
series of assignments and reviews. 
 

Math: 
 
We follow the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics guidelines. Over the course of 
this year your younger child will cover an accelerated curriculum for 4th and 5th grades: 
 

● Fluency in whole number multiplication 
● Focus on fractions and decimals 
● Area of two-dimensional shapes 
● Division 
● Addition and subtraction of fractions and decimals 
● Two- and three-dimensional shapes: area and volume 

For Your Elder Child 

ELA: 
 
Our primary goal for your elder child will be to develop a love of reading through engaging 
him with subject matter already of interest to him. Fortunately, there are several very good 
fictional works that have strong mathematical themes: 
 

● Norton Juster: The Phantom Tollbooth 
● Eleanor Coerr: Sadako and the Thousand Paper Cranes 
● Demi: One Grain of Rice 
● Louis Sachar: Holes 
● Blue Balliet: Chasing Vermeer 

 
Gulliver’s Travels would be an excellent introduction to classical literature for your elder 
child. We also recommend the same Greek Mythology book that we did for your younger 
child, providing another opportunity for joint instruction. 
 
Your elder child may also get a great deal out of Simon Singh’s (nonfiction) book on 
codebreaking. 
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As with your younger child, your elder child’s reading will drive work in vocabulary, 
analytical and creative writing, and grammar 
 

Math: 
 

We see no reason given his interests that your elder child could not also cover two years of 
the NCTM curriculum through individual instruction: 
 

● Multiplication and division of fractions and decimals 
● Ratio and rate 
● Expressions and equations 
● Proportionality 
● Surface area and volume 
● The rational number system 

For Both Children 

Science 
We recommend a project-based approach to science for several reasons. Among these 
are the facts that it’s possible for them to work both together and separately and that one 
of them can receive direct instruction while the other is at work on the practical aspects of 
the project. Projects will be selected according to their interests. For example, it will be easy 
to engage and enrich your elder child’s interests in mathematics and music with 
Raspberry Pi projects, the role of parabolas in wireless communication, and the 
mathematics of genetics. More generally, for both your younger child and your elder child, 
there are any number of projects with both theoretical and practical components in life 
and environmental sciences. 

Social Studies 
As with Science and for similar reasons, we recommend a project and paper-based 
approach to History & Social Studies. Both your children will be asked to read about, think 
about, and report on age-appropriate current events, both local and global. We will 
provide individual instruction and projects for your younger child on state history and 
geography and on world history, geography, and civilization for your elder child.  For both 
students readings will incorporate primary sources as well as the mythos of Western and 
non-Western cultures in order to study history within the framework of a social context. 
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Languages 
We can also provide beginning or continuing instruction in several foreign languages upon 
request. 
 
 

3. Logistics 
 

To help your children achieve these goals, we propose 180 days of instruction from 
September through June, meeting daily online 9-11am and 12-2pm. This schedule is flexible 
and can be adjusted at the request of your family for holidays, special events, or other 
conflicts. Instruction in most subjects will be delivered by a primary tutor, but some 
subjects may be delivered by a secondary tutor. A-List will coordinate arranging substitute 
teachers whenever necessary and will coordinate biweekly parent-teacher meetings with 
your younger child and your elder child’s instructors, your family, and members of the 
A-List Academic Team. A-List shall also provide quarterly qualitative reports and 
assessments as well as quantitative grades for both childrens’ work done over the 
previous quarter. The proposal includes all curriculum and projects, an average of 72 hours 
of personal instruction per month, and all prep and administrative costs. 

 

We respectfully offer this proposal in good faith and would be happy to address any and 
all comments, questions, or concerns you might have.  We look forward to building a long 
and rewarding relationship with your family. 
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4. Our Team 
Our senior staff collectively has 75+ years of tutoring and teaching experience. Through 
tutoring, classroom instruction, and professional development programs, we have 
provided instruction to more than 70,000 students worldwide. 

Academic Team 

Our Academic Team, led by Dory Schultz, consists of passionate educators and pedagogy 
experts. The Academic Team sets curriculum, trains instructors, and makes sure that every 
program keeps on track. See key members of the Academic Team below. 

 

John Jooeun Oh  Natasha de Sherbinin 
Columbia Colby & Harvard  
 
Cofounder,  Director of College 
Director of  Advising 
Curriculum & 
Education 
 
Clay Glad Dory Schultz 
Stanford UCLA & CUNY GC 
 
Director of IT Director of Homeschool 

Services 
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Administrative Team 
Our Administrative Team keeps in close contact with parents and students, solving 
problems before they arise and taking care of every detail. Our Administrative team tracks 
work done and assessments and can assist with reporting both internally and externally. 
 

Instructional Team 

Our team of instructors — all of whom are graduates of prestigious universities and have 
completed A-List’s rigorous 100+ hour training program — are dedicated not only to 
helping students improve their academic performance, but to connecting with students 
and leaving them with tools that will help them achieve future educational success. 

5. A-List Company Overview 
 
A-List was founded in 2005 by Scott Farber and Robert Hay, who set out to formalize their 
unique brand of instruction by establishing a dynamic educational services company. 
A-List began working with 5 students in 2005 and now serves more than 70,000 students 
across our tutoring and institutional programs from all around the United States and from 
as far afield as London, Paris, and Hong Kong. Aside from test preparation, academic 
tutoring and college advising, our goal is to help level the playing field by serving as many 
students as possible through our school and nonprofit partnerships. 

Demonstrating successful outcomes in diverse settings, from one-on-one tutoring to 
courses to institutional partnerships with schools and nonprofits, A-List is committed to 
being an active participant in the communities it serves. 80% of our students do not pay for 
our services thanks to our partnerships with a number of incredible schools and nonprofit 
organizations, in which A-List provides direct instruction and professional development. 

We collaborate with schools and organizations across the country and around the world, 
training teachers in close to twenty states and in the UK, Switzerland and China. We are 
also proud to work with several nationally-recognized nonprofit groups like the Harlem 
Children’s Zone, I Have a Dream Foundation, 1199SEIU, YMCA, and New Yorkers for Children. 
These relationships allow us to provide students from diverse backgrounds access to 
premium-quality educational guidance.  
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The final component of A-List’s business model is product development. A-List’s first two 
products to market, Vocab Videos and College Essay Organizer, are already being used by 
thousands of students and teachers across the country. 

6. Next Steps 
 

Thank you for considering A-List! Contact Dory Schultz when you are ready to follow up. 
We’ll be happy to move forward with assessing your childrens’ mathematical skills, 
assigning instructors, or adjusting this quote based on your feedback and requests. 

 

 

Dory Schultz 

Director of Homeschool Services 

29 W 36 th ST, 7th flr 

New York, NY 10018 

Te: (646) 889-1613 ext. 409 

dorys@alisteducation.com 
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